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The first official state wide meet- 
ing of the Iowa Mobilization for Sur- 
vival was held at Grinnell College on 


January 27th. The meeting was attended - 


by nearly forty people representing 
four major Iowa communities--Ames, Des 
Moines, Grinnell, and Iowa City. A 
statewide co-ordinating committee was 
selected to give direction and make 
connections between the Many differ- 
ent areas and groups that have worked 
with the Iowa Mobilization over the 
last year and a half. Committee mem-- 
bers are: Carol Ipsen, representing 
the Des Moines area; Jim Dubert rep- 
resenting the Ames area; Joe Ptak 
representing the Iowa City area; and 
Chris Matkin representing the Grinnell 
area. Jacquee Dickey of Des Moines 
was chosen as executive secretary and 
communications co-ordinator. Also on 
the committee are Leighton Berryhill 
and Steve Marsden who are serving as 
co-ordinators and representatives to 
the Great Plains regional co-ordinating 
committee. Representatives from Cedar 
Rapids, Dubuque, and Cedar Falls will 
be asked to become part of the co- 
ordinating committee. 


After setting up this organizational 
_ framework, a busy schedule of activi- 
ties was charted: 

February 6--co-ordinating committee 
meeting in Iowa City at 7:30 p.m. 

February 16-19 (-21) demonstrations 
protesting Defense Technology '79 
arms sales convention in Chicago. 

At least 40 Iowans are Planning to 
make the trip and several are con- 
sidering participation in civil 
disobedience. 

March 3--Trojan Horse rally at the 
i.e. building in Cedar Rapids to 
protest the Duane Arnold Energy 
Center nuclear power plant. 

March-April--plans are being made 
for a small group of disciplined 
participants to commit civil dis- 
Obedience at the Duane Arnold Energy 
Center. 


(continued on page thirteen) 


Discussions 


The liturgy is celebrated every Friday 
at the house (713 Indiana, one block 


north of University) beginning at 8p.m., 


followed by a discussion. 


February 9: American Friends Service 
Committee Hunger and Human Needs Pro- 
gram, Mary Berg 

February 16: Birthday party for Frank 
February 23: The Future of Religious 
Orders, Sr. Mary Dingman, of the Emmaus 
Jesuit Community Retreat House 


March 2: Sexuality and Human Growth, 
Nick Tormey 

March 9: Evolving Society of Rural 
America, Jerry McMahon of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference 

March 16: Reverse the Arms Race, 

Dan Clark of Iowa Peace Network-and 
Consortium on International Peace 

and Reconciliation will report on 

the Riverside Disarmament Conference 
he attended last December. Dan will 
also discuss current local efforts 

to reverse the arms race. 

March 23: Jamal Long of the National 
Alliance Against Racist and Political 
Repression will lead a discussion on 
NAARPR's work on the Webber case and 
political prisoners David Rice and 
Ed Poindexter. 


April 6: War Tax Resistance, Keith 
and Rhoda Shrag. Keith is pastor of 
the Ames Mennonite Fellowship and 
Rhoda is a school teacher.’ They have 


~ several children and. for several 


years have withheld the percentage 
of their income tax that would 
otherwise go into the defense budget. 


i 
vita pacis is published by the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker Community, Box 4551, 

Des Moines, Iowa 50306, Telephone: 

(515) 243-0765. Subscriptions are free 
upon request. Community: Richard 
Cleaver, Frank Cordaro, Jacquee Dickey, 
Betty Goodnough, Steve Marsden. 
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ecptedts 


ON HOSPITALITY #£““e 


by Betty Goodnough 

It seems to me this house has set 
its sails into the wind in this new 
year with its heart and spirit light- 
ened, brightened by that greatest of 
all spirits: the Spirit of Christmas, 
whose name is Love. Somehow the cor- 
ners do not seem as dark and promi- 
nent; an aura of freshness and light 
has come into being. Anything other 
could not have survived the onslaught 
of friends and interested ones who in 
their thoughtfulness brought to the 
aouse and to those lonely ones stay- 
ing with us their gifts of concern 


- and compassion. 


As far back as I can remember, it 
was the children of St. Peter's cub 
scout troop, accompanied by their 
parents and their leader, who first 
came one early evening. While we all 
sang carols, the children arranged on 
the tree decorations they had made 
themselves, while others placed gifts 
under its protective branches. 


Rita Corbin 

This was followed on succeeding 
nights by others who filled the 
house with joyous caroling. First, 
a singles group from Holy Trinity 
parish, led by Sr. Jane Wolwerding. 
Then came a beautifully trained 
group of carolers from St. John's 
parish and, iastly, an evening of 
Bill Connet, whose vitality and 
talent are matched only by his 
warmth and genrosity. 
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The ingredients of our Christmas 
dinner, traditional in every way, 

were a gift of the ladies of All 
Saints' Rosary Society, one of 

whose members is Helen Tichy, our 
much-appreciated supporter and 
friend. Several of our guests left 
Christmas morning to spend a por- 
tion of the day with friends or 
relatives, but all returned for the 
late dinner, whose early morning 
preparations had served to whet 
appetites in both young and those 

who were older. We were twelve, and 
grateful all of us for the companion- 
ship of each other, when we sat down 
to our meal of turkey with dressing, 
cranberries, mashed potatoes, vege- 
tables, salad, and dessert, accompan- 
ied by assorted breads and cookies 
brout to the house by thoughtful 
friends. 

Finally, fairly gorged and replete, 
it was with considerable discipline 
(and hardly a grumble) that we all 
bent to the task of clearing the table 
and putting the kitchen in order for 
under the brightly lit tree, awaiting 
us in its corner, were gifts for all 
which the Catholic Council had made 
possible. Jacquee had spent consid- 
erable time and thought choosing 
wherever possible gifts most suitable 
for each one and, as we sat gathered 
around the tree opening our packages, 
exclaiming in surprise and pleasure 
as the contents were exposed for all 
to see, chattering back and forth to 
each other, we were transported out 
of our hurts and lonliness; we became 
a family just like any other family 
in any home at Christmas, drawn to- 
gether by our mutual sharing of 
pleasure and happiness, however fleet- 
ing these emotions may have been. 

During the holiday season there were 
others who were in a position to give 
of themselves and their time. Steve 
McCann and Jill Dirks came down from 
Ames to spend two or three days. 


(continued on page four) 


on hospitality. . . 


(continued from page three) 


Steve put his carpentry talents to 
work covering an unsightly scar that 
had been left in the kitchen wall when 
we were at long last able to tear out 
an ancient and totally inadequate sink, 
replacing it through the generosity 
of the Sisters of Mercy Hospital with 
one forerly used at the hospital. 
Jill delighted us all with her skills 
in the culinary department. To the 
staff, this was a welcome respite from 
the daily responsibilities of meal 
preparation. We were very grateful 
for Jill's efforts, while the guests 
were pleased, I'm sure, for that change 
of flavors and pace that always occurs 
when a different cook takes over. 
We're very glad to welcome a new 
presence and helper. John Shoup has 
been coming in after his daily working 
hours two days a week to be of assis-— 
tance wherever it's needed and we all 


Santa Cruz, Bolivia 
January 13, 1979 
Dear Frank, 

You people who are against bombs 
certainly dropped one on Des Moines 
with the Berrigan appearance. How 
could you have dared to penetrate the 
walls of that venerable middle class 
religious establishment of Dowling 
High School with Dan Berrigan? You 
guys have become too imbued with the 
gospel. Thanks for sending the in- 
formation, the clippings and the via 
' pacts. We need some of your blood 
down here. So many changes are needed 
wnich are only awaiting a catalyst. 

It would be nice to see them: come 

from the Christain world. Keep fight- 
ing. Your testimony unsettles all of 
us. 


y Fr. Paul Koch 


like him very much. Our pleasure in 
his company is matched only by our 
appreciation of his willingness to 
take on whatever will truly help, 
whether it is slicing bread, cutting 
fresh vegetables for a salad or push- 
ing about a vacuum cleaner! 

This is the first month of a new 
year and it is a fitting time for 
those of us here at the house, guests 
as well, to send along to you, whom 
we think of as our extended community, 
our hopes that all will go well with 
each of you throughout the entire 
year. May the Spirit of Love continue 
to bless your lives with the bright- 
ness of its sun, the strength of its 
love, along with its rains, nourishing 
and refreshing! 


way faring... 
A tale of two times 


Prairie SUN 

As one of the “unemployed out-of- 
staters” with records of previous. poli- 
tical. arrests referred to in Mark Leach’s 
report on the Zion no-nukes demon- 
stration in the SUN (10 - 28), | thought | 
might relate an incident which occurred 
on the way home. - 

After getting bailed out, | was heading 
toward Milwaukee with some friends I’d 
met at the demonstration. We stopped 
for pizza somewhere just in time to see 
the Stones on Saturday Night Live. 

During Dan Akroyd’s impersonation 
of Tom Snyder interviewing Jagger 
(described as ‘‘classic” by Craig Moore in 
his review in the same issue of the SUN), 
one of the young: folks working at the 
pizza place asked, ‘“‘Who’s that?”’ 

“Mick Jagger,’ we answered. ‘‘He’s 
one of the Rolling Stones.”’ 

“Who are they?” 

The question was asked with such 
penetrating indifference, all we could say 
was, ‘‘Oh, they’re a bunch of old men.” 

It brought to mind a story we'd heard 
from wandering minstre! Charlie King a 
few weeks before. He was in a record 
shop and overheard someone remark, 
“Oh look! » Paul McCartney was in an- 
other band before Wings.” 

It seems that “‘the years they just roll 
by like a broken- down dam.” 

Steve Marsden 
Des Moines 
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What’s an ordinary person like you 
doing in a demonstration like this? 


Martha Popson ts a wtfe, mother of 
four. and freelance wrtter from Knox- 


vtlle, Iowa. Among many things Martha 


and her famtly are dear friends of 
ours. This summer at a demonstratton 
held tn Des Moines, Martha came to 
read her poetry for a downtown lunch 
erowd. In her article she tells of 
her experience as a mother and 
"ordinary person." 

It was my public debut. As I im- 
mersed myself in the mood of the day, 
conflicting impressions went flitting 
across the mind. Good grief, I told 
myself, so you're a poet, here to 
read your stuff. 

Your're also a wife and mother. 
There are beans at home that need 
picking and tomatoes to can. All the 
Summer work is waiting. So what are 
you doing here? 


WAR'S HORROR INTRUDES 


I answered, I'm not quite sure. It's 


not because of any profound insights 
or terrific propaganda to convert the 
masses. Never was very good at sta- 
tistic throwing. But, more and more, 
the real horror of war intrudes on my 
self-centered life. I'm trying to 
figure out what to do about it. 

For a long time, I exempted myself 


from trying. I had the perfect excuse: 


"But who would watch the children?" 
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No babysitter, couldn't make the meet- 
ings. I'd be a freedom-fighter, but 
had to be home in time to cook supper. 
At home, I was far too busy to re- 
search, write, pray about this. The 
Kiddie Excuse strikes again, you see. 
I felt absolved from searching for 
what I could do. 

Then one day tt htt me. The ques- 
tion ts not "but who wtll watch the 
children?" It ts, instead, "but who 
are the chtldren watching?" 

The adults of course. Me. Hard 
to argue that away. 


NO MORE EXCUSES 


From that point, it was obvious that 
there can be no more excuses. Still 
stumbling more than I walk, I'm try- 
ing. Not just for the sake of our 
children, but for children everywhere. 

For all of us--if we can but see 
that we are all God's children, like 
the song says. All sisters and bro- 
thers. Which of us could agree to 
bombing our own family, even if they 
happened to live halfway around the 
world? From that point of realization, 
the whole thing gets clearer. 

I'm not an expert. There are so 
Many questions that it boggles a limit- 
ed mind like mind. I only know a few 
things for sure. One is that we are 
very lucky here. And two, people 
don't kill people. Pope Paul prayed 
"War no more." Jesus wasn't joking 
when he said to love one another. 


BETTER DO SOMETHING 


My friends, I share this with you. 
Each of us has to find our own way. 
No, you don't have to go to rallies, 
or devote full time to this, or any, 
single cause. The ways are as per- 
sonal as the persons living them. 
Stumbling around, alone and with 
others, what to do will become plainer. 
The thing is: we'd better do some- 
thing, by God. 


_ The radiation it emits can cause 


ai times listed next t0 the type. of tay. 
emitted, are the half-tives:how loug it takes for ry 
halt of the radioactive material 10 break down, /, 


é 


IONIZING 
RADIATION 


CLAMSHELL ALLIANCE 


LUNGS 


RADON - 222 (and whole body) 


. alpha. 3.8 days 
THYROID Y URANLULM- 233 cand bone) 
alpha, 162,000 yrs. 


PLUTONIUAI- 239 (and bone) 
alplin, 24,000 yrs. 
KRYPTON-85 (and ?) 
beta (qanma), 10 75. 


IODINE- 131 
beta (gamma ),8 days 


SKIN 


SULFUR-35 
bern , 87 days 


SPLEEN 


: POLONIUM - 210 
ye alpha , 138 days 


LIVER- 


CoOBALT-60 
beta (gamma), 5 YS. 


RUTHENIUM- 106 
gamma (fern), tyr. 


|| RIDNEYS 


OVARIES 


THE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS 
are attacked by all radioactive isotopes 
emitting mma radiation. In addition, 
the deadly PLUTONIUM- 239 is 
known tp concefhtrate in the gonads, 


BONE 


RADIUM - 226 
alpha, 1,620 yf. 
ZINC- 65 : 
beta (gamma), 2-45 days 


birth defects, mutations and mis- STRONTIUM - 90 


carriages in the first generation bera .28 yrs. 
after exposure and or successive YTTRIUM - xO. 


Senerations. 


IODINE-131 PROM ETHEUM- 147 
, da ern, 2 YTS. 
Copeerecd a BARIUM - 1+0 


bera (gamma). 13 days 
THORIUM- 234 

beta, 2t.1 days 
PHOSPHORUS ~32 

bera, 14 days 


CARBON- J+ (and fit) 
beta , 5,600 years 


5 amma, F yrs. 
KRYPTON- 85 
AnHIA, 10 Yrs. 
RUTHENIIUM- 106 
Janna . 1 yr. 
ZINC - 65 . 
Gamma 245 days 
BARIUM - 140 
qrmmna , 13 da 5 
POTASSTUM-42 
¥ gamma, 12 firs. 
CESTILM - 137 
gamma , 50 ¥f5. 


PLUTONIUM-239 


alpha , 24,000 ied 


MUSCLE 


POTASSITLM - 42 

" Pera, (gamma), 12 firs. 

CESIUM- 157 (and qouaits ) 
Petia (qa), 30 yrs. 


“This is how ionizing radiation is convntrated 
in the human body. All rlus radiation is 
harmtul to normal tissu, because it daniages 
cells of the body. Generally speaking, alpha 
and beta cays arr harmless to you as loug as 

you dont breathe oc eat them, but i you ingest 
them they ser up permancet business wat to 
the marrow pe boues, in your reproduc’ 
tive orgats or vital parts. 

The effects of ionizing radiation are wot- 
immediare. Exposure to radiation can cause 
cancers many years later. Exposure to 
very lw levels oF radiation can be equally 

ys dangerous over Tau . 
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by Jaccuce Dickey 

We all know the common way abortion 
is performed. A doctor does a neat 
little surgery and in a matter of min- 
utes the potential life of a little 
human is snuffed out. And that is the 


way we commonly think abortion happens. 


But there is another way--not so 
commonly known, a more subtle kind of 


abortion--let us call it "technological 


abortion." And it is snuffing out 
little human lives everyday, too. 
These c hildren are being aborted by 
the nuclear age they are being born 
into. And if these babies do make 
it to birth they may carry severe 


deformities or contract lukemia at 


age two. These are the children, 
growing more numerous every day, 
the born and unborn, who are being 
victimized by the nuclear age. 

Take Sam and June. They had lived 
for several years in the vicinity of 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapcns plant. 
Sam was an M.D. He was no medical 
dummy. He was also well aware of 
the dangers of radiation and knew 
that the presence of the Rocky Flats 
plant had increased birth defects 
in the area by 10% and cancer by 3%. 
Their first two children were "still- 
born, or more appropriately, tech- 
nologically aborted. Their next two 
children had birth defects. There is 
no way, of course, to prove that it~ 
was radiation that was responsible. 
Radiation in the body is impossible 
to detect medicaily. But we do know 
from years of study something of the 
nature of radiation. We know that 
of all God's creatures, humans are 
the most susceptible to it. And of 
all humans, children and fetuses are 
the most sensitive to its effects, 
because their cells are rapidlly 
dividing and growing. Dr. Helen 
caldicott, a noted pediatrician, 
says, "You can see a baby grow, 
almost literally. It's producing 
millions and millions of new cells, 
and the DNA molecules, or genes, are 
being made, and that's when they're 
especially sensitive to the effects 
of radiation." 
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’ nuclear conflict by the year 1999, 


A New Look At Abdk tics 


In Grand Junction, Colorado, 
hospitals, schools, houses, and 
roads were built with radioactive 
tailings (the ore discarded after 
milling and enriching raw uranium). 
Unaware that the radon gas that 
tailing give off is radioactive for 
tens of thousands of years, the com- 
munity has paid for their mistake: 
"technological abortions" and con- 
genital deformities among the babies 
in those houses, 

The stories go on. The fact is, 
we are aborting babies with our 
nuclear technology. If we are to 
be concerned about babies being abort- 
ed at the hands of physicians, how 
much more should we be outraged at 
the abortions being sentenced our 
children by nuclear technology. 

The lives of the unborn are indeed 
being threatened in a new way. But 
the lives of alZ children are being 
threatened. According to a recent 
study done by the Lauch Foundation 
of California on the probability of 


children under five year of age have 
only five chances out of a thousand 
of surviving to maturity. 

To be pro-life in this nuclear age 
demands that we address the question 
of nuclear weapons and nuclear power 
plants. That we uphold the sacredness 
of all life means we must oppose the 
demonic evil that defames it. Nuclear 
technology degrades life and makes it 
a mockery, for it has in its clutches 
the power to destroy not only fetuses 
ana children, but every living thing 
on this planet. 


“Therefore choose life 

so that you and your 
children will live .. .” 

Deut. XXX, 19 
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AMERICAS ADDICTION: 


Dear Frank, 

As I read your last article, "The 
Death of All Flesh", I remembered my 
first reading of Carl Jung and my 
admiration of him as one of the only 
thinkers of the past few decades who 
understood alcoholism. Since alcohol- 
ism is my field, and also an impor- 
tant part of my own identity, the 
combination of your article and the 
dynamics of alcoholism touched off 
for me a startling analogy. 

If one could personify America, 
the image I see clearly is the 
cluster of traits that characterizes 
an addict or alcoholic in the latter 
critical stages of his condition. 
Let me illustrate this comparison 
by a list of symptoms common to the 
alcoholic and collective American 
Addiction: "Nuclear Madness." 


1. Denial. This is a way of "not 
seeing" the unpleasant truth. Alco- 
holics in this case often will deny 
the loss of control over the drug by 
statements such as: "I can quit any 
time. I can control it." America 
has been saying, "The arms race is 
not out of control! We have the ex- 
perts who know what's going on, and 
we don't need your help." (Pay no 
attention to that man behind the 
curtain!) 


2. Projection, whereby the alcohol- 
ic is the last to know he is sick, 
because he constantly focuses on 
others he believes are worse off. 

"Joe drinks more than I do." Am- 
erica projects the violent designs 
onto Russia. "They are the ones who 
really want the nuclear end. Russia 
is ahead of us in arms production!" 


3. Ego centricity, whereby the al-: 
coholic errdneously sees himself cen- 
ter stage; the primary mover and 
causer of his future. This is most 
Clearly exhibited in the statement 
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"T can handle it. I'm only going to 
have one drink." America's addiction 
to nukes was already begun with the 
Hiroshima Highball, the "bomb to end 
all wars." We were only going to 
have one -- that's all it would take! 
Yet three days later, America could 
not resist the "momentary thrill" of 
Nagasaki. 


4. Feelings of inadequacy. "I can 
drink like a man." America's addic- 
tion to violence seems to be tied up 
in a quest for security and masculin- 
ity. "We've got to get tough and show 
the rest of the world we mean business. 
(And America does one hell of a lot of 
business.) 


5. Paranoia. This is perhaps the 
most deadly symptom of both addictions. 
If you have any experience of addic- 
tion, first or second hand, you can 
understand the tendency toward suicide 
or murder in the mind of one whose 
imaginary horrors have come to life 
in the form of ugly, threatening 
creatures who have surrounded you. 
Many a sick addict has done violence 
to himself and others under the duress 
of these delusions. And paranoia in 
America is a volatile thing when 
fingers are poised over the buttons 
of demolition. 


6. Guarding the supply. Related 
to paranoia, this is more specifically 
the fear of running out of the addic- 
tive drug. The tragedy of one wino 
killing another over a bottle of wine 
looks miniscule compared to the whole- 
sale slaughter America is willing to 
commit to guard her supplies of oil, 
uranium, etc. The alcoholic hiding 
a fifth of whisky in the toilet and 
one in the vacuum cleaner looks sane 
compared to the stockpiling of enough 
nuclear firepower to overkill times 
ten or more. 


VT. 
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NUCLEAR MADNESS 


LLUSTRATION FOR TIME BY DAVID SUTTER 


7. Confabulation. A very late 
symptom. Very much related to the 
nostalgia/remembering discrepancy 
you mentioned, Frank. If you have 
talked to many men on the skids, you 
will recall the guy who has so much 
brain damage that he has had to fill 
the gaps of his memory with his 
wasted, unfulfilled dreams. He's got 
a watch he found in the garbage and 
so he tells you he worked on the rail- 
road for 50 years. Maybe he was a 
lawyer. Who knows? He doesn't. Pretty 
close to the Truman, LBJ and J. Edgar 

Hoover who are made larger than life by 
a nostalgic wishful looking back, with 
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no real remembering of that reality 
of the past. The same process holds 
for the millions of dead brain cells, 
the "collective unconscious" of the 
Native American. It cannot be regen- 
erated until the whole body regains 
health, if then. 


8. Blackouts. The cardinal sign 
of addication is a loss of memory for 
recent events. "Can't remember what 
happened last night." Which American 
can recall what the CIA did last week, 
or what was on the 10:00 news? Too 
many parties, like so many violent 
events, with the loss of experience 
of the reality of them. So many 
thousand batterings of children. It 
has much meaning to addicted America 
as an empty beer can and cigarette 
burns on the carpet. (Besides it can 
be camouflaged. We can hide it 
from ourselves.) 


And the list could go on, but the 
bottom line for both addictions is 
that there is the chance that death 
will occur before recovery. Moral- 
izing is of no avail in the case of 
Alcoholism or the Nuclear Madness. 
We are dealing with a grave sickness 
which has blocked the working of the 


conscience in both cases. , 
Carl Jung said recovery was possible 


only when there is a collapse of the 
alibi system. A moment of truth. And 
he also realized that lasting recovery 
required a spiritual awakening. As 
lovers, as Christians, our work must 
be the continual presentation of truth 
as wholeness, to chop a hole in the 
"defense system", the network of half 
truths that propagates the American 
Addiction. And we must live out our 
lives on the spiritual awakening that 
is the meaning of the man Jesus, in 
the tradition of the Paschal Mystery 
-- Remembering Him in our Midst. 

Love, 

Joanne Hall 

Dubuque Catholic Worker 
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by Frank Cordaro 


Responding to the national Mobili- 
zation for Survival's call for holi- 
day resistance actions against the 
arms race, nuclear weapons and nuclear 
‘power and for meeting human needs, the 
Des Moines Area Mobilization for Sur- 
vival religious task force called 
together an ecumenical prayer service 
-on December 28th at noon in the main 
lobby of the federal building at 210 
Walnut. Over forty people took part 
in cluding a number of clergy. 

Rev. Sandra Charles of Union Park 
United Presbyterian Church and Father 
John Richter of St. Anthony's Catholic 
Church presided at the prayer service. 
Christmas songs were sung throughout 

the service accompanied by Rev. Bill 
Charles of Union Park Presbyterian 
Church on the trumpet. The service 
consisted of a number of readings 
from the New and Old Testaments along 
with written prayers and group responses. 

The task force chose December 28th 
as an appropriate time to pray and 
witness because this date, known on 
the Christian calendar as the Feast 
of the Holy Innocents, commemorates 
the slaughter of a whole generation 
of children by King Herod in attempt 
to murder the child Jesus (Matthew 
2). It was the belief of the task 
force that our children today are 
- under a similar threat of mass murder 
by nuclear technology. Pointing to 
a study by the Lauch Foundation of 
California on the probability of 
nuclear conflict by 1999, the task 

force noted that children who are 

four or under have five chances out 
of a thousand of reaching the age of 
maturity. The task force organizer, 

Jacquee Dickey of the Catholic Worker 

House, felt that the urgency of the 

nuclear threat mandates public: 

witnessing to make the common person 
more aware of the nuclear madness 
that is all around us. 

The service went as planned except 
for a brief delay caused by a security 
official who tried to call it toa 
halt, on the grounds that the group 
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NUCLEAR RACE..... 


reali: 


Diawine hy Erica Weihs 
was violating the law. When challenged 
by a minister in the group as to the 
nature of the law, the offical left 
the scene to find the code. Meanwhile, 
the prayer service continued its lit- 
urgy until completed. After everyone 
but the organizer had left, the offi- 
cial returned with a very ambigious 
code. The group felt that it was 
questionable whether it applied to 
the situation. 

The task force, in keeping with the 
United Nations declared Year of the 
Child, is calling for an end to the 
arms race, the banning of nuclear 
power, and a genuine effort to meet 
human needs, so that our children may 
have a future. Anyone interested in 
working toward these goals with the 
Mobilization for Survival should 
contact Jacquee Dickey of the Des 
Moines Area Justice and Peace Center 
at Msgr. Ligutti House, Box 4551, 
(1301 8th Street), Ph. 243-0765. 


The Feast of the Holy Innocents 
was observed at the Pentagon by a 
children's action. The next day a 
number of adults were arrested for 
their participation in lock outs, 
blood pourings, and die-ins. 

Vigils were held on December 28th 
in many other communities, including 


Dubuque, Omaha, and Kansas City. 
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Defense Technology '79 is scheduled 
to take place at the O'Hare Exposition 
Center in Rosemont, Illinois, February 
18-21, 1979. Merchants and dealers of 
death, repression and atrocity from 
"western and third world nations" will 
assemble to exhibit, examine, analyze, 
discuss and buy the "broad range of 
hardware and software." One hundred 
companies from twelve nations have 
been invited to peddle their wares. 
More than 40,000 leading defense 
decision makers have been personally 
invited to either attend themselves 

or to send their "procurement officers". 
Because the general public will not 

be allowed to attend, exhibitors have 
been promised that each person present 
will be a bonafide prospect. 


Many groups have publically opposed 
DT '79 and many persons from around 
the world have written letters urging 
its cancellation. As a result the 
Hyatt Corporation, manager of the 
exposition center and owner of a 
nearby hotel which will serve as head- 
quarters for the event, has also urged 
its cancellation. In addition, about 
thirty-five corporations which had 
been invited to participate in DT '79, 
bowing to public pressure, have decid- 
ed not to come. 

In the last month, a call has gone 
out across the Midwest for persons 
committed to peacemaking to converge 
in Rosemont for a large and dramatic 
witness during the days of DT '79. 
Because so many groups have become 
involved in planning for various events 
throught the period, and because until 
very recently the emphasis was on 
preventing the arms bazaar rather than 
protesting its presence, it has been 
difficult for us here in Iowa to learn 
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just what participation we might plan 
for. Now time is very short, and 
each of us must decide quickly if we 
are to act at all. 

Among other activities, a retreat 


- has been planned which will be held 


Friday through Sunday, February 16-18, 
at the Third Unitarian Church, 301 
North Mayfair Avenue in Chicago. 
At noon Sunday car caravans will 
form at various places in the Chicago 
area. All will arrive at the expo- 
sition center about 1:00 p.m. for a 
large legal rally featuring speakers 
and music. This rally will last until 
about 4:00 p.m. Other activities 
will continue Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday, February 19-21. 

The Iowa Peace Network is serving 
as a clearinghouse for Iowans planning 
to become involved in any way. We 
hope that as many Iowans as possible 
will make the trip. IPN is providing 
this service in cooperation with Iowa 
Mobilization for Survival and the 
American Friends Service Committee. 


Most Iowans will be able to go only 
for Saturday and Sunday. A bus has 
been chartered which will originate 
in Decorah and go straight south to 
Iowa City before heading to Chicago. 


We plan to arrive in time for an 
ecumenical service which will be 


held Saturday evening and will begin 
our return about 4:00 p.m. Sunday. 
Cost will probably be less than $25. 
Hospitality will be provided in Chicago 
area homes and churches. Bring you 
sleeping bag! 

Whether you choose to ride the bus 
or not, please clear your plans through 
the Iowa Peace Network office so that 
you can connect with others who may 
share your location or schedule. Call 
Bobbie, Welch at (515) 274-4851 to 
report your plans and to receive 
further information. 


"Never before has there been a 
gathering like this," exults arms 
bazaar publicity. Let our prayers 
and actions reply, "Never again." 
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HOSPITALITY & DIRECT ACTION 


by Frank Cordaro 

In the last two years members of our 
Catholic Worker staffs have been in- 
volved in direct acts of non-violent 
resistance, sometimes civil disobedi- 
ence. In via pacis we often addressed 
ourselves to these actions at the same 
time we talked about our work in hos- 
pitality. The reason we do this is 
because hospitality and direct action 
are two sides of the same Radical 
Jesus Witness. The are similar in 
many ways and complimentary to each 
other. 

To begin with, both acts are witness, 
a visible sign done socially. (All 
witness is social.) One's Christian 
belief in practice is never solely an 
individual happening. Hospitality is 
an act--to feed, to clothe, to shelter. 
It is not a private act; it is a social 
act. Direct action is also a social 
act, not a candle hid under a bushel, 
but a light on top of a hill. 

While hospitality and direct action 
are visiblly social events, they are 
spawned through the personal decisions 
of each individual involved. There 
is no pat way to offer hospitality. 

No governmnet regulations could in- 
struct a person on how to do hospi- 
tality. The offering to another, 
your own food and shelter, is personal. 
Each individual can only experience 
hospitality through doing it and it 
takes a personal decision to do at. 
It is little wonder that Jesus used 
the social event of sharing food as 
the moment to remember and experience 
him intimately. Intimacy with one of 
the least is not praying for them, it 
is not patronizing them with Christmas 
baskets or setting up social welfare 
(Church or State) to take care of them. 
One sure way of intimacy with one of 
the least is in the sharing of your 
own food and space, or going with them 
to the county hospital. to experience 
along side them the institutional 
dehumanization of poor people's health 
care. Becoming one with the destitute 
of our society is the act of embracing 
' their many vulnerabilities and turning 
it into holy poverty. The beginning 
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step for becoming one with the least 
is by offering hospitality and it} ts 
always a personal decision. 
Direct action is also an individ- 
ual act. To say no with your body 
to the evil that is in the human 
collective and yes to the deeper 
truth of the faith in Jesus demands 
a personal decision. Collective evil 
can only be exposed and exorcised 
through the power of the truthful 
person's actions. When Jesus stood 
before Pilate, his only weapon of 
defense was truth, the truth that was 
him, his person. We need not bring 
anything more than our person when 
resisting evil. In direct action we 
need to be able to claim the action 
as our own. We can't afford to be 
followers. What we do in direct 
action must be integrated with what 
is going on inside us. The evil that 
we expose can not be an estranged 
abstract evil. Our reaction to evil 
must first of all come from our sense 
of sharing in this evil. To witness 
at the Pentagon against nuclear mad- 
ness should incorporate the individ- 
ual's participation in that madness. 
It is this link between individual 
and collective that is our legitimacy 
in acting and also our power in de- 
stroying the larger evil. When we 
act out against the collective evil 
that we all share in, we are asking 
God to touch us and heal us personally 
of the bondage that collective evil 
has on us. This is the truth that 
Jesus was offering to Pilate--the 
State, the truth of himself, his 
person. It is the same truth that 
we use in our direct actions, our- 
selves, our bodies. 

Both hospitality and direct action 
demand a life style of on-going ex- 
posure. The loss of believed secu- 
rities is the real cutting edge of the 
radical Christian witness. When that 
line is crossed, life takes on a whole 
different quality. In hospitality it 
is the constant exposure to our so~ 
ciety's ugly people, where the culture's 
imany ills are most abrasive and made 
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personal. The challenge of hospital- 
ity leaves you naked before people's 
brokenness, faced to deal with your 
own limitations. You don't store up 
any treasure, you don't rely on in- 
surance. Anything that you have in 
excess you make available to the other. 
You live day to day, often exposed to 
personal violence without a gun, or 
Money, or suburbia to protect you. 


You see in the persons who come through 
your door the effects of violence, in- 
stitutional and personal, the effects 
of sexism, racism, consumerism, alco- 
holism, and materialism, not as ab- 
stract statistics, but as living, 
breathing human beings. 

In direct action you are also called 
forth to lose yout familiar securities. 
Putting your convictions into action 
puts you in direct confrontation with 
your adversaries, only you go into the 
action without any protection other 
than the truth of your convictions 
embodied in your person. You expose 
yourself for potential violence with 
non-violent means. You are literally 
called to not resist evil but to ab- 


(continued from page two) 

(April 16--Tax Day--Local demonstra- 
tions protesting Carter's budget. 

April 21--Mass rally at Duane Arnold 
Energy Center. 

May 5--The Ames Peace Network is 
planning to build a Trident Monster 
for the Veisha narade. 


For further details contact: 
Jacquee Dickey, Des Moines Area 
Justice and Peace Center, 1301 
8th Street, P.O. Box 4551 h 
515-243-0765. pe" 
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sorb violence and return with love. 
Everyone sitting on those railroad 
tracks at Rocky Flats last spring 
knows what Gandhi talked about in the 
practice and power of Satyagraha-- 
"Truth Force". Seeing the train 
coming down those tracks we had to 
internalize our trucst in non-violence 
and reaffirm our personal truth 
despite the apparente powers-that-be's 
control over us. It is never easy to 
expose yourself in this manner, but 
something that you can only learn by 
experiencing. 

All of the security lost in hospi- 
tality and direct action breaks you 
into an area of freedom that few 
people ever experience. Phil Berrigan 
once wrote that “the poor and the 
prophet force others to look at them- 
selves in different mirrors, the 
former shwoing us as we are, the latter 
as we can be. Since both reflections 
are painful, both are hated, along 
with those who show them." In the 
tradition of the Catholic Worker we 
try to accept the truth of these two 
reflections of ourselves and live 
accordingly. "Freedom depends," Phil 
writes, “on the degree that one is 
possessed by the truth. Confronting 
truth is the state of being under 
Siege and submitting to conquest as 
gracefully as possible. Such is the 
price of freedom--the truth will set 
you free." 


Finally, the affirming space in 
which to practice hospitality and 
direct action must be community, 

a word much used and abused these 
days. Not community for community's 
sake, but community for something 
bigger than itself. Community pri- 
marily for the Kingdom of God where 
the Good News of the Gospel is lived 
out; "Glad tidings to the poor, 
liberty to the captives, sight to the 
blind, release to the prisoners, and 
the announcement of the year of the 
Lord”; where hospitality and direct 
action are not the exception, but the 
norm. Community is made up of nobody 
special except in how they live-- 
regular people with regular everyday 
people problems doing courageous 
things. 
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A Review by Jack Smith 


If you don't take it too seriously, 
"Superman: the Movie" can be fair cinema 
and even better Americana. 

Certainly "Superman" is American 
cinematography at tis audic and visual 
best, achieving some kind of new 
record, probably, in its flashy use 
of surround sound and scene. The 
effects captivate. 

But it is as Americana that "Super- 
man" may lay its final claim to dis- 
tinction in a currently crowded genre 
of science fiction and occult/horror 
films. "Superman" says something 
about religion in American life. 

Watching the Sunday-morning buses 
filling hundreds of American streets 
can tell you something about religion 
in American life (as one observer 
noted, "It's motorized"). Checking 
with the lobbyist on capital hill in 
Washington will tell you something 
else about how the church sees itself 
in American life. But if you want to 
know why, in 1963, 98% of the Ameri- 
cans polled affirmed their belief in 
Fod while only 40% were church-goers, 
you better see "Superman: the Movie". 

"Superman" has the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, even Te cne 
Father is the unlikely Marlon Brando 
graduated from Godfather,who, all 
handicaps aside, is almost loveable 
as the benevolent God-figure. 
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"Superman" is incarnational as 
millions of Americans often conceive 
"the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us"--a startlingly beautiful 
baby with specially endowed wisdom 
and commissioned to overcome evil 
among the primitive earthlings. The 
sending of the son is even preceded 
by the "fall of the bad angels", in 
this case, the council of elders which 
refuses to cooperate with the Father. 

Thus begun, the Superman/Christ 
story works its cinamatic way. "Super- 
man " dutifully lives out his youth 
nodestly in a 1930's Great Depression 
rural setting, with kindly foster 
parents only rarely having to tell 
him not to "show-off" his exceptional 
powers. ‘But that is what "Superman: 
the Movie" is all about--power-~so 
the "public ministry" cannot be long 
delayed. The Good Power must confront 

the Bad Power, in this case Gene Hack- 
man and what appear to be cruise mis- 
sles set to cause earthquakes that 
will separate California from its con- 
tinental base with the rest of the U.S. 

For Superman it is not just a ques~— 
tion of Good triumphing over Evil, 
depicted pretty much as "a sinister 
outside force" (General Haig's ex- 
planation for the missing 17 minutes 
of Nixon tape); it becomes, also, a 
question of obedience to the Father. 
Here, "Superman: the Movie" departs 
dramatically from the historic Christ 
as suffering servant, but remains 
loyal to the American dream. He 
defies his Father's command not to do 
anything to "interfere with or change 
human history." 


v La pacts 


Wita a defiant “No!", Superman does 
what the audience, by this time, so 
wants: he turns back time (by stop- 
ping the earth's spinning and winding 
it back), and, thus, save his girl 
friend's life. 

All of this is engaging cinema 
fantasy, and--we think--authentic 
Americana. Evil is never anything 
other than the "Sinister outside 
force." Virtue is a given, not the 
end-result of blood, sweat and tears 
(not too much, anyway). And human 
relations are largely a matter of sex 
and chemistry, not the fruit of hard- 
earned love, devotion and sacrifice. 

In fact, human nature in "Superman: 


' the Movie" is conveniently denied 


Much as is the actual case in American 
religious folklore. There is nothing 
between the fated perfection of Super- 
man, on the one hand, and the perfect 
Evil incarnate, in Gene Hackman this 
time (not Hitler, or Nixon), on the 
other. Instead of a Christ who becomes 
man to make humanity (in all of its 
freedom, and sinfulness, and courage) 
possible; we have a Superman who per- 
sonifies our very real, but totally 
unrealistic, desire to be gods. 


Again, all of this is good fun, if 
we don't take it too seriously. It 

is even instructive. 

If you are one of those who often 
wonder why we Americans can experience 
oye and over again the authentic evils 
a our time, e.g., economic exploita- 
tion; human degradation in poverty 
and slum squalor; racism and sexism 
and never learn the basic lessons of 
these experiences, you may want to 
see "Superman: the Movie" to get a 
better perspective on the real Ameri- 
can dream. 

If you are one of those Americans 
who have wondered why a petty theif 
can be exposed once and end up in jail 
while a system like capitalism can be 
exposed one, twice, three times for 
its damage to human kind and remain 
free to continue its ways, see "Super- 

man: The Movie". The real evil of 
‘those Great Depression years is never 
permitted to annoy the audience. 

Finally, if you teach in an American 
Soe ae or attend one, you must see 

Superman: the Movie". 


What mother ever considers the ugliness of cleaning 

up after her baby or sick child or husband? These 

things are not mentioned by critics. But to the saints 

everyone is child and lover. Everyone is Christ. 
«Dorothy Day 
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